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In order to end the confusion that persists in pu’vi 1; 
opinion, ar.i tc set an end to the improprieties that ha/-' 
arisen in a certain press, whereby erroneous information 'an 
no longer be distinguished from oovious ill faith, we delegated 
one of our collaborators in the United States to request an 
explanation from the appropriate body or persons, in connection 
.with the Fund and lawsuits in Switzerland, ^nistep Alexandre^ 
Gretstanu was kind enough to give our representative the fol> 
lowing interview: 


Interview with Mr. Al. Creteianu. given on February 


Question: Have you taken note of the assertions in the 
: latest issue of. Ofenerai) Ionrohebrghe f s newspaper, with regard : 

■ -it. n : j a. ~ A. o, .j ^ id 


■tro the lawsuit s 


ave in Switzerland? 


Answer: I am not in the habit of reading blackmail . v . 
f h.ee ts : -issued by inilitary men who have deserted, to the enemy. 

y*- : >^i: l^hiiheless- this publication has produced confusion 
antong Itamahiafs^ emigration . Do you hot consider it prop&r to 
give 1c erth in dlar if i cations? 


|y 




lit seems entirely improper to submit to th*. judgment;*’ 
y&t: public opinion • ‘natters • that are pending before the court's r . : : H 

clarifications can become available only on the day V; 

coonui^ lawsuit s will finally end . ^ f 

t^ixe . s e s of lawsuits ar'e ; * hpt^and^;- : 

-affirms the moneys in Berne had -been 
: :W^ea t ^r:if^m -legal'; escrow,, and that you failed to avail 

reenter into their . poasessiph^^ 

^^ereuj^b^ rf^$en /.on the ba sis : : ot-\ 

^‘dePipu ^^terventlbn' ! on jbPhaJdT- *pf refugee Rumanian in t el le c 1'* 2 
.wouidv^.u' : n usI-Stvleast: what- .the. tn*th 1: e ' 

w: r : •' Tr^v: : .;v:-.-r* 

W^- ‘‘C-* ,- ^vPSSe assertions you mention are entirely- Taleev 
truth is that I am at this time the defendant in a" suit .trouja^x J&W*.; V.; 

•• . . a. _ Z’ M -mt ; Via Mtto At>i * • tn«»IA . M--. «• ' . 


newly by Radescu’s letter of August o, ±yp* f -,to tne inves^x^ 
■gati^^Jfudg^^Pf!. Berne. At the request pf the communists, the 
Berne Co'uit of Appeals ordered on January 23, 1953 that my : 
account with the Union des Banques Suisses be. f roaen '•anw^. ; . 
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Ti'ox Octet..' A'-, when thes.. fur. iV;d o-. l&ctV ir. 

escrow, at \h . dcr^nc i of the* Groza rc-vurnmert, ‘ h * cov.r o iv-v 
been constantly frozen, although ti;*j 3w;?; t-A is**-, 7 :, 
handed down 5 * von. decisions in my favor. Kr**--'-. >’er . ' h*. c.-rjrx- 
nists have mada each tine -the. fullest use of -pp.al p- ■?. sifci- 
lities, resort to now courts, and initiation of frt sh. . ^ies, 
to bring about the continuation of the sequestration. 

Q.: What was the attitude of the Swiss courts, toward 
the letter of (Oer je raj; '"fta descu? 

A.: the letter was placed in th; file of the communist 
suit against me before the Berne Crime:. rl Investigation Court, 
t received its text from my lawyer on hcvrmbr.r 8 , 1952 , at the 
time when the. criminal suit brought against by the* comma- 
, - nisi s on May 23, 1952, was still pending. It is interesting to 

observe that* during the first phase of the criminal suit, the * 
Bja tter was und e r the competence of the Investigating Magistrate 
. V., 1 . With a remarkable intuition, the author 

off:tHh\Bad( scu letter knew exactly to whom it was proper to 
* address •I't . ; nd guessed that he must make the allegation that 
;^the. entire *tter "has a criminal character”. In this way. the 
x:\/Vv ; er went automatically into the file of the criminal 

v^V'.vV , Inf by the communists. Confirming the assertions 

V jy’v.the ..communists against myself^ the letter coold, 

‘ only to them. Indeed, the Hade sou letter includes 
t' the effect that "... it results from 
files...” I myself have not shown the files of 
- Gibber, to Mr. Bade scu or to his friends. The files of 
H ACbdirt b^ihg secret, the only other available files ore those r 


communist plaintiff s. 

; friends , of Gehejc 


friend s- of; .General ; Ra.de scu assert that ' his letter 
v: at) having the ^ deposited In Switzerland: 'at-- 
to exiled Rumanian intellectuals. Do you think the ' 

nfliM f e iKA^ n f wl ftUfO 


,:y% 


r sr come from .an 
t this absurd tbeoryv . ^ 


Is- •?. E yen' if wc admit this absurd v bMp^. */•/. 
b srtaShdx^y that a court can orde r • - 


; Rade»CU:: let-t fc-r : alleges that the “ sums deposited in ■/.c'J 

^^'T^KwiTe" &en *£errad : fraud in May, 1945. Should this allegstioru 

^*?>^;r>^Mo^ars. Radescu afedJMtaatOuWfcl M fi&fleptod by^tb^Swiw 

; th 4 :‘xetter • can hand down but one decision, to. wit* that 7 
A se moneys be paid to the account of the- Rumanian state as 

:®>v)‘V%fecogni 2 rd by the* Federal Government, th?t is to say, to the 
frP.fk We are certainly living in an age of surprises, but 
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£ e.-'-l. K^cescu, WV.ii. £:• VO . I'? 15 5*"* V 

the B*. one .leys to the latter, after h-avir." go:-* c .r-.o trou- 
ble oi' bringing in so many lawsuits again rr.e c-: o;n..i:\ ther;. 

Q. : Khat do you mean by the testimony of Genova} Radescu? 

A,: In the new civil suit brought in on January 20, 1953, 
the communist government of Rumania proposed General Radescu as 
its witness. This fact needs no comment. 

Q. : Do you believe General Radescu realized that his 
letter could have such a consequence? 




. ‘ . A*: In his present state, Mr. Radescu no longer realizes 

anything whatever. Whoever has known and respected him in the 
past believes him morally incapable of having committed wit- 
tingly all the strange acts of the last five years. His present 
attitude is' the jresult of a progressive cerebral sclerosis. . 
CsidC&in acts of amnesia on his part are symptomatic in this 
. r e &p£c t . ,:For instance, Mr. Radescu has completely forgotten 
■•V that -;he ; deceived ’ from me important sums, for his own use and 
uvithat df-Mr. Barbu Niculescu. He had forgotten completely that, 

.. * for instance, he wrote to me. on April 1C, 1947: "It is myr 
v . " .duty to^t^mc . you ; also for wnat you caused to be done for ©e \ 

f'J/’ - Tour dispositions, as unexpected as they ; . 

^d welctfigie^' have clarified a situation from which 
X see ; Hok I ..couid have extricated myself." 

Likewise. Mr. Radescu no longer knows that, on June 4, 








m 


catii^i ot ^coujpse, you consider my point of view be 1$ 

•'tlt\^^'d:.'be-.a , 'matter, of 'some 500 Swiss FrancS' ja Yto 


Afire c en t 





•• v of yifrv Radescu ' 

Fre^ Rumania n a 

di4i not ' intend- . _ .... .^ 

act* .That 'is to say, Mr, Radescu had forgottehl;ttot;3?; 
liKi^iflatt'er' to the Investigating w ' ^ *. 

•cn-the' 'officii 1 paper.. of the 
"Presldeht r^eneral Radescu" . 


But the best^ proof that Mr 
■•■.held responsible for his own acts 

:.lctter..of- August 25. 1952, sur pa 3 sing all 
:of: infamy, places in cause Victor ftadul a scu-Fpgone$nu. # 

: 'o£l-thfe' : " martyrs ‘'of nnti-comr.uni st resistance, at this . ti^De. . 


. Radescu can, -,nt' . long or,’- bjft , m 

lies ip the •fffct'/thd’t 

5 1 Q *> 2 sur dps «; Infir * all ; - ; • \ ft- 










‘j-: n w; 6 .*. • . - t; 

February lv45 • i- ' 
tocia y signs Wi.-;h 
of others. 


o:k 

Xor»£v ■. .*■ 


Radescu 


Q. : Who are the persons who were able tc 
influence on General Radescu? 


the hands 


.Xu r t an 


A.: It will be the duty of us all to elucidate this . 
grave matter thoroughly at the- proper time,. For the time 
being, we knew precisely thatf Mry Nicola t y Malaxa has for the 
last five years exerted a preaomnant influence upon Mr. Radescu. 

Q^: Are there any proofs of the connections between Hr. 
.Malaxa and General Radescu? 

"•“ T A.’-: • Mr-. Radescu has admitted on numberless occasions, 
trough statement s made both to the Rumanian National Committee 
. . American authorities, that, on the one hand, he is 

...^eceiving^ important subventions from Mr. Malaxa,. and, on the: 
other hand, -that he issues certificates in favor of the latter, 

. IWhat is jnore serious is that Mr. Malaxa obtained from Mr.B^descU:. 
/ijhat the; latter make false statements - for instance' an ; assi^4 ' : S 
; ■tion run der oath th at the a st ronomi c in d emnit y gr ant e d by the 
7 . Gro : za^4^ e rnibeht; to Malaxa in connection with the latter 1 ^ 

^plants was but the putting into effect of a decision taken! 
‘:by Radescu government. Later, Mr, Radescu went still farther: 
~,^h>‘^j^e3rip§n neWspa perman Dr ew P ea r son says in a c olumn. pub- 7! y, 
Iiah4d7^ ti>e v ^Washington Post” of February 19^71952, tnathc : ' 
7fcad received letter gram General Radescu stating that the .7.77 
t^goyeih^ent horded by the latter had effectuated the payment yw:% 
• ref.err.^d to ^bo ve . 

October 17, 1952, Mr. Radescu. issued a public deniaiAoi 
in the 1 -New York Time s n , : to a notable s rc ember of .the UnitedfSt^tei|: 




^^‘descu'^is signature easily^ n * '- z ^ : > ^7 : 

Is, it true that* Mr. Malaxa has. had dubious 
v^th : the: communists? . s * : - 


us • r dlo tioh ‘7*7 

■ v '* '••?•/ 

Mr. Mn 1 a _ , 


7 T Vi':. i;7A7^I)urihg th e pc rlod , o£_.1946 through J i94£, Mr. Mal;atfa 
^da overtly ah ogeht in the United States for the coramuniat- .7/7 :7;7V? : -- 
•dominated government of Rumania. Surely this activity of Mr. yy 
-Malaxa did hot' have a gratuitous character. At the same 
^obtained from the ' communists a gift of >2,460, 000 'in: ; b6e /:^.7' ; ^* ^ 
i 0rn of an "indemnity^ for his oilwcil tube plants taken 







by th*. Soviet ":;trs *>ri ties.. 


sum y 


• y. ; Are 
•rj muri ti* 


th - .r : o any proofs concerning the payment of the 


The indemnity granted to Mr. Maiaxa is unique in its 
way. No single Rumanian was granted any such favors. No Rumanian 
•has ever been paid by his government any indemnity payable in 
effective dollars. This payment was made, moreover, at a tirne.^ . .... 
when Btumania was being looted by the Soviet armies, ^when hot 
even Sie; United States or Great Britain, the victors, could 
' ^succeed: ih obtaining indemnities for the British and American 
1 j^ n Rumania by the Sovi et author iti' es ; Such 


A.: Of c -ursc . It is abs-iuU ly C:-. lz-. that this payment 
had 1 een decided in principle undei the R.idescu government.. That 
decision was entirely that of the Groas government. As a matter 
cf record, all the acts involved - that :s 10 say, the Decree- 
Law : of April 12, 1945, and the- Journal of the Council of Minis- 
ters of June 7, 1945 - bear the signature cf Gheorghiu-De^ 
head of the communist party of Rumania. It is those- acts 
fix the modalities of paying to Mr.Malaxa "Abroad" the sum 

. 000 in United- States currency, effective and free from 
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all ore 


runic — 

ej. the W 
tnat J /rS 
jm of # 1 
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all present and future restrictions . " 


oyer ' i 

the communists to a great capitalist ; can ' 

•' '4 escribed as "dubious" only through an excess off indulgence.. 

-But it - is asserted that, since 



since then, Mr.Malaxa has. 
siims destined forVf. 





amount of the stuns given. J'} 

to Mr. Blade scu, and the precise sums received ’ a 

exile in need should be 
has given several hundred 

greater part offthe^e siims 
newspapers, vdiich 

among Rumanian exi le s , the pa'yiRerita • 
made .td the advantage of .!-the. corn- 




force., 

of Mr. Radescu’s own son agnirsc him $61 £ . Gfr . ::V 

?$/ .* ^ cited Mr. Radescu as their witness 




